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Erasmus+ National Agency Higher Education 
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• 381 higher education institutions (HEIs) accredited with an 

ECHE

• About 350 KA131 projects per call

• Call 2026: 

• 203 million EUR 

• about 61,500 mobilities

• about 400 BIPs
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Mobility activities
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KA131 - Activities
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• Student mobility for studies: SMS

• Student mobility for traineeships: SMP (including recent 

graduates)

• Staff mobility for teaching: STA

• Staff mobility for teaching from invited staff from 

enterprises: STA2

• Staff mobility for training: STT

• Blended Intensive Programmes: BIP

• all mobility activities can be blended with virtual learning 

activities

©Schaubild /NA DAAD

EU02 | Activities and Project Management | KA131



Erasmus+ student mobilities: SM
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• Students can either study at a higher education institution (SMS) or undertake a 
traineeship (SMP) abroad

• Students can also combine a study period abroad with a traineeship to further 
enhance their learning outcomes and acquire a range of transferable skills (SMS + 
SMP)

• Mobility programmes of a shorter duration (short-term) are available to students 
for whom long-term mobility is difficult due to personal, family or study-related 
circumstances

• Possible in all study subjects and cycles: Bachelor‘s, Master‘s, PhD, single-cycle 
degree programmes (law, medicine, state examination, etc.)

• Maximum duration: 12 months per study cycle (24 months in single-cycle degree 
programmes)

• Maximum total: 36 months

• Available from the first year of study
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Erasmus+ for studies (SMS)
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• Classic: 2–12 months

or 

• Blended short-term: 5–30 days of in-person study combined with a 

compulsory virtual component (no financial support during virtual component 

which is not counted towards the Erasmus+ maximum participation)

• Based on Inter-Institutional Agreements with partner universities abroad
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Erasmus+ for traineeships (SMP/SMT)
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• Classic: 2–12 months

or 

• Blended short-term: 5–30 days of in-person traineeship combined with a 

compulsory virtual component (no financial support during virtual component 

which is not counted towards the Erasmus+ maximum participation)

• The traineeship can be completed at a company, a research institute, a 

laboratory or an organisation (excluding EU institutions) abroad 
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Erasmus+ traineeships for recent graduates 

(SMP)
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Recent graduates are also eligible to take part in Erasmus+ 

traineeships

• Participants are selected for Erasmus funding before they 

complete their studies at their home institution

• Previous participation in Erasmus mobility must be considered

− Maximum duration: 12 months per study cycle

• Students must have completed their studies by the start of the 

placement

• The traineeship must be completed within 12 months of graduation
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Erasmus+ for staff mobility for teaching 

(STA)
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• Funding for guest lectureships at partner universities (STA) or 

foreign business representatives at German universities (STA2)

• Duration: Erasmus+ funding is available for periods of 2 to 60 

consecutive days (5 to 60 days to partner countries)

• A workload of 8 teaching hours per full week (i.e. 4 weeks = 4 x 8

hours) is required

• STA and STT may be combined: teaching workload will be reduced to

4 hours / week. There is no minimum teaching workload for invited

staff (STA2) from companies.

• Based on Inter-Institutional Agreements with partner

universities abroad
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Erasmus+ for staff mobility for training (STT)
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• Funding for advanced training and further education measures for 
university staff at universities and/or companies

• Duration: Erasmus+ funding is available for periods of 2 to 60 
consecutive days (5 to 60 days to partner countries)

• Blended Intensive Programmes: 5–30 days of in-person training 
combined with a virtual component

• Possible host institutions:

• Higher education institution with ECHE

• (public or private) organisation in the education sector

• Companies, NGOs, etc.

• No conferences
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Erasmus+ doctoral mobility
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• PhD students may undertake study and traineeship placements 

(SMS + SMP) under the standard terms and conditions

• In addition, they have the option of short-term mobility 

programmes (5 to 30 days) with or without a virtual 

component 

• If PhD students take part in a Blended Intensive Programme, 

they must complete the virtual component in order to be 

considered eligible participants

• Staff mobility (STA and STT)

• PhD students who are employed at a higher education 

institution are also eligible for staff mobility opportunities
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Erasmus+ doctoral mobility – more 

opportunities
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SMS SMP STA STT

PhD-mobility

Post-Doc-

mobility

BIP-mobility

International 

mobility

Short-term 5-30 days 5-30 days 2 days* - 2 months 2 days – 2 months

Long-term 2-12 months 2-12 months

* STA2 (Incoming) from day one, ST 2 – 60 days in programme countries  und 5 – 60 days in partner 

countries ©Schaubild /NA DAAD
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Travel costs and travel days

• The reimbursement of travel expenses based on distance categories is 

mandatory for all mobility schemes

• a fixed amount per participant based on distance bands (e.g. 500–

1,999 km) using the distance calculator (see next slide)

• The use of both low-emissions and not low-emissions means of transport

is eligible for funding

• Mandatory travel days (if necessary) before and after the activity: 

• a maximum of 2 travel days for participants not using low-emissions 

means of transport

• a maximum of 6 travel days using low-emissions means of transport 

• Exceptional costs for expensive travel: up to 80% of actual costs if the 

allowance covers less than 70% of the actual travel costs

Programme Guide 2026, p. 

63
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Travel costs: Distance calculator 
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Blended Intensive Programmes
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Erasmus+ Blended Intensive Programme 

(BIP)
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• Short joint in-person group mobility (5–30 days) combined with a 

virtual phase (before, during or after the mobility) of unspecified 

duration

• For students (SMS) and higher education staff (STT)

• STA mobilities may teach at a BIP but are not counted as BIP 

participants

• At least three higher education institutions with ECHE status 

from at least three programme countries must be involved in 

organising a BIP. In addition, other organisations from programme or 

partner countries may also participate 

• At least 10 learning participants must take part in a BIP 
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Erasmus+ Blended Intensive Programme 

(BIP)
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• Funding: OS for BIP and standard mobility funds

• BIP-OS for at least 10, at most 20 mobile learners 

(additional participants are permitted but not funded via 

OS)

• Students have to obtain at least 3 ECTS per BIP

• For other participants, a workload equivalent to 3 ECTS 

credits should be considered
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Diversity and Inclusion
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Erasmus+ inclusion measures 
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Increased flexibility
• Minimum length of long-term mobility shortened to 2 months
• Blended formats: Combination of physical mobility (5-30 days) with virtual 

phase

Additional financial support
• Monthly top-up amounts of €250 for students with fewer opportunities 

(additional lump-sum grant)
• Real cost support for preparatory visits and mobility (incl. accompanying 

person) for students and HEI staff with fewer opportunities, in case top-up 
is not sufficient (additional application to the NA)

• Top-up and real cost support may be combined

Target groups of participants with fewer opportunities are defined individually 
by each National Agency in consultation with the respective national 
authority according to national needs and conditions. 
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Participants with fewer opportunities
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Mobility of students in Germany is significantly influenced by the socio-
economic background.

Participants with fewer opportunities in Germany: students who are less 
mobile due to financial constraints.

Target groups fewer opportunities in Germany:

• Working students (optional): top-up

• First-generation students (mandatory): top-up

• Participants with children (mandatory): top-up or real cost support

• Participants with a chronic illness (mandatory): top-up or real cost 
support

• Participants with a disability (mandatory): top-up or real cost support

Proof of eligibility for top ups: Self declaration (declaration on honour) of 
participants

About 40% of all students declare to belong to one or more target groups.
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Erasmus+ KA131 project cycle (26 months)
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• Project start date: June 1st

• Project end date: July 31st (26 months later)

→ Parallel project management: HEIs may decide which mobility is funded under

which call (equal treatment and transparency)
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Nationale Agentur für

Erasmus+ Hochschulzusammenarbeit

Erasmus+ National Agency

Higher Education

eu.daad.de

DAAD – Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

Kennedyallee 50 | 53175 Bonn

www.daad.de

Erasmus+
Enriching lives, opening minds.
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