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DRAFT Swiss Call for proposals 2026   
«European Universities» Erasmus+ 

(Version: 7 July 2025) 
 
The Swiss call will be aligned with Erasmus+. The details of the Erasmus+ Call 2026 are not yet 
completely known. This draft relies on information on Erasmus+ rules and conditions that are 
circulating but have not been confirmed. It cannot be ruled out that adjustments will be made to the 
Swiss call due to changed conditions at EU level. In addition, the Swiss call depends on the available 
budget 2026. If additional cuts are made to the ERI budget, this may affect the Swiss “European 
Universities” call. In Switzerland, the European Universities Initiative (EUI) is funded via the higher 
education mobility & cooperation budget. 
 

 Erasmus+ (E+) 
(rules & conditions tbc) 

Swiss Programme for Erasmus+ (SPE+) 

Project duration 2 years (tbc) Analogue E+ 

Timeline Call launch: Sept/Oct 25 (tbc) 
Deadline: Jan 26 (tbc)  

Call launch: 2 weeks (tbc) after EU launch 
Announcement of participation: 2 weeks 
after the EU;  
Project submission (only for announced 
participations): 1 month (tbc) after positive 
EU funding decision.  

Alliances eligible 
for funding 

Mainly alliances with projects that 
were funded in the ‘European 
Universities’ call 2022 (20 alliances). 
 
Probably also other alliances (tbc) 

 

Higher Education 
Institutions (HEI) 
eligible to 
participate in the 
project 

As full partners (E+ beneficiaries): 
Mainly HEIs from E+ countries 
 
As associated partner (self-funded):  
Amongst other, HEIs from countries 
that are part of the European Higher 
Education Area (like CH). 

HEdA accredited Swiss HEI (CH HEI) that are 
associate partners in ‘European Universities’ 
projects funded in the E+-call 2026, e.g.: 

- CH HEIs that have received SPE+ 
funding in 2022 and reapply; 

- CH HEIs that are new partners in 
projects that have received E+ funding in 
2022;  

- CH HEIs participating in projects of new 
alliances. 

Swiss 
institutions 
eligible for Swiss 
funding 

 The type of participation of the CH HEI must 
correspond to that of a ‘Full Partner HEI’ in 
the E+ project, e.g.: CH HEI must co-lead at 
least 1 work package; institution must 
participate directly and not via an 
association, ... 

Multiple 
proposals 

A HEI may participate as full partner 
in only one European Universities 
alliance funded by Erasmus+ at the 
same time. 

A HEI may receive Swiss funding for only one 
‘European Universities’ project at the same 
time.  
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In other applications it can 
participate as a self-financed 
‘associate partner’. 

Budget per 
project 

Unknown; however, the European 
Commission has signalled its aim to 
provide financial support at a 
similar level as previously. 
 
Previously: Max. 14.4 million 
EUR/project for at least 9 ‘full 
partner HEI’  
 
The distribution of this budget 
among the ‘full partners’ (HEI and 
other beneficiaries) is at the 
discretion of the respective 
consortium. 

A predefined grant amount of between CHF 
300’000 and 350’000 per year and CH HEI 
(exact grant amount: tbc) 

Financial 
incentives to 
expand the 
consortium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Criteria for 
ensuring wide 
geographical 
coverage 

The EU grants are based on the 
number of ‘full partner HEIs’.  
 
Previously, there have been 
financial incentives to 1) integrate 9 
‘full partner HEIs’ into the 
consortium, or to 2) expand existing 
smaller consortia by 2 ‘full partner 
HEIs’. 
 
To date, EU applications have been 
evaluated against the criterion how 
they cater for broad geographical 
coverage among the ‘full partner 
HEIs’. This should ensure that the 
‘full partner HEIs’ are not only or 
mostly from Western Europe, for 
example. 

TO CONSIDER (FOR CH HEIs): 
Potential consequences of E+ financial 
incentives and ‘geographical coverage’: 
As the CH HEIs are not eligible to be ‘full 
partner HEIs’ in the 2026 call, it could be 
that E+ HEIs rather than CH HEIs are 
integrated into the consortium in the case of 
a consortium enlargement for the call 2026. 
Risk: Option for CH HEIs to become ‘full 
partner HEI’ and hence access EU funding 
during the Investment Pathway (from 2028) 
might be jeopardised. 
 

 

Application 
procedure 

Unclear whether complete 
application or simplified procedure 
(above all for the already funded 
alliances). 

Simplified procedure 
- Funding for CH HEI in successful 

‘European Universities’ projects is 
guaranteed; 

- CH HEI makes sure that its participation, 
role and – if possible – costs of the CH 
HEI in the project are clearly described in 
the EU application; 

- CH HEI sends the complete EU 
application to Movetia by e-mail; 
Deadline: 2 weeks after the EU deadline 
(tbc) → only participations ‘announced’ 
in this way are eligible for CH funding; 

- In the event of a positive EU funding 
decision, the CH HEI applies for CH co-
funding within 1 month (tbc); the primary 
focus is on the CH budget and on the 
added value for the CH education 
system. Only applications for the 
predefined CH sums are possible (see 
above). 
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Reporting Unclear. Probably standard 
procedure as previously for 
‘European universities’. 
 
As these are ‘lump sum grants’, the 
focus of the reporting is on 
performance and not on finances. 

VIZMB/OCMIF compliant: i.e. CH 
contribution is based on eligible and 
reported actual project costs. 
However: Simplified reporting process with a 
focus on finances. 

 


